DINING: Saffron's food, customer service is
exemplary
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There'sgood cutomer grvice—and then theretsigomer rvice that leadgou to want to tell everyw
you know about it. For an example of the latt@re'sa tale from Sdfon Café (621 Fort \Ayne Ae,
917-0131), the new bfoccan eatery thattaken over the formehsll of the Canary Café.

When we arrived, we were greeted by chef/owner Awttissi, who d&&d our nameand welcomed us
individually. Nice. But that'siot the sory. During the very atidying lunch, Sentissi emged agai, this
time to anwer our queons about the gecial flavor of the hummu$$4.95)—apparently it comés pat
from the multi-day saking of the chickpeasie al® explained hikids mealspolicy. You won't findhot
dogsor chicken nuggetsere. Intead, tykeget a full adult portion with thepicestoned down, angday
half price. Cool. But that'sot the ory, either

The gory came when we found oetsesembarrassingly a tad dashort and without credit cardQuidk
and eag solution: Leave my party asollateral and hit a nearbyTM. But when | aked my waiter wher
the nearédsone washe wag't aure and aged waiter No. 2. Sentissi overheard the corateys and aid,
"No, no, no, no, no.(l believe that waghe correct numbgr*You are in Mrocco. I'll take care at.”

Not jug a courteg move—he had no idea | weesviewing—the man phyeally blocked me from leaving
to score the extra $5 needed ttidy the bill-plustip. He then pulled out hiswn billfold to coer what
wasmissing.

When a refmurant goebeyond the usal playbook to make you feab it home, it would be awkward to
have to report on digpointing food. I'm thankful | don't have to. The Chicken Kabob ($9.95 but
kid-priced down to $4.95) washunky and flavorful. Cow®usRoyale ($9.95)—a bowl ofogced rice
with seemingly decorative carrgtsucchini, tomatoegreen peppersurnips red potatoeand
cabbage—both hearty andhtle, with plenty left over for aesond meal.

Moroccan Honey Chickergjines($11.95) found a quarter chicken—you chedight or dark
meat—accented by affron sauce and cinnamonyisounded by scculently flavored peaprunesand
apricot. Deliciousbut watch for the boneBessert brought Homemade Baklava ($6), rich wittapi®o
and almondsnd tinted with honey

The food alone would have made me look forward to payinmpf5 10U to Sdfon Cafe. The dés
to show cusomersa good time ishe reasn I'm happily and confidently ifsting otherspay a vigt.




